19th FEsruary, 18083.

Received, and ordered to lie on the Table.

21t FEsruary, 1803.

Read the firft and fecond time, and ordered to be committed to a Com-
mittee of the whole Houfe on Thurfday next.

A BILL

To Incorporate the Directors of the Columbian Library
Company.

Be it enacted, by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefenta-

Pt

2 tives of the United States of America, in Congrefs aflembled,
3 That Stephen B. Balch, Jofeph Nourfe, Charles D. Green, John
4 Craven, Francis Lowndes, junior, and George French, and their
5 {ucceflors, duly ele&ted or appointedin manner hereinafter directed,
6 be, and they are hereby made, declared and conftituted, in law
7 and in fa&, to have continuance for ever, by the name, ftile and

8 title of * The DireCtors of the Columbian Library Company in

9 George Town.”
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Sect. 2. And be it further enacted, That all and fingular, the
goods and chattles heretofore given, granted or divefted to the
faid Library Company, or to any perfon or perfons, for the ufe
thereof, or that may have been purchafed for, or on account of
the fame, be, and the faid goods and chattles are hereby vefted
in, and confirmed to the faid corporation: And further, that the
faid corporation may take and receive any fum or fums of money,
or any goods or chattles, or other effeéts of what kind or nature
foever, which fhall, or may hereafter be given, granted, or be-
queafhe_d unto thiem, by any perfon or perfons, bodies politic or
corporate, capable of making fuch gift or bequeft, fuch money,
goods, chattles, or other effefts to be laid out and difpofed of, in
the purchafe of | books, maps, charts, drawings, fpecimens of mi-

nerals, fofils, and other natural and artificial produfions, calcu-

lated to furnifh @'L.ibrary and Mufeam, for she ufe and benefit of

the; faid company, agreeably to the intention of the donecrs.

| SECT. 5. And be it further enacted, That the {aid corporation,

z by a;h}e name, {ile, and title aforefaid, are hereby declared, and
| fng)de able and capable by law, at al}l times hereafter, to purchafe,

‘have, hold, receive and enjoy in fee fimple, or of any lefs eftate

or ¢ftates, any lands, tenements, rents, annuities, liberties, fran-
thfesv, and other hereditaments, not exceeding the clear yearly

value of , , thoufand dollars, by the gift,

- grant, bargain, fale, alienation, efaeffment, releafe, confirmation

or devife, of any perfon or perfons, bodies politic or corpo-
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rate, able or capable to make the fame; and alfo, to give, grant,
let, fell, and convey, or affign the fame lands, tenements, rents,
annuities, liberties, franchifes and hereditaments, as to the faid
corporation thall feem meet and convenient.

SecT. 4. And be it further enacted, That the faid corporation,
by the name, flile and title aforefaid, be, and fhall be hereafter
forever ahle and eapable by law, to {ue and be {ued, plead and
be impleaded, anfwer and be anfwered unto, defend and be
defended; in any eourt or courts, or other places, and before any
judge or judges, juftice or juftices, or other perfons whatever,
within the diftrit of Columbia or elfewhere, in all and ali man-
ner of fuits, altions, complaints, pleas, caufes, matters, and de-
mands, of whatfoever kind or nature they may be, in as full and
cfe@ual a manner as any other perfon or perfons, bodies politic
or corporate, may or can do.

Sect. 5. And be it further enacted, That the {aid corporation
{hall have full power and authority to make, have, and ufe, one
common feal, with fuch devife and infcription as they fhall think
proper, and the fame to break, alter, and renew at their pleafure :
To appoint a treafurer, fecretary, and librarian; to affign them
their duties, fix their compenfation, and remove him or them from
office, and appoint another or others in their place, as often as
they fhall think fit. To make, ordain, eftablifh, and execute fuch

bye-laws, and ordinances as may be deemed ufeful to the infli-

tution, and the fame to alter, amend, or abrogate at pleafure:
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to fix the price of new fhares, and annual contributions on each
fhare: to dire®t how transfers méy be made and certified, and
judge of the perfons proper to be admitted members : to procure
by purchafe, rent, or otherwife, a fuitable place for keeping the
Library and Mufeum : to appoint the times for keeping the Li-
brary open, and for taking out and returning books : to fill up
vacancies that may happen in their number, between two annual
meetings: to levy and colle@ fines and forfeitures, and to deter-

mine upon, do, and tranfat all bufinefs and matters appertain-
ing to the faid corporation and Library company, agreeably to ,

the rules, ordinances, and bye-laws thereof, during their conti-

~nuance in office: Provided, that not lefs than three of the faid
direttors form a quorum to do bufinefs: that no bye-law, rule

“or ardinance fhall be made, repugnant to the laws of this diftriét;

and that no contribution be laid on any fharey in any ene year,

greater than one fifth of the value of a fhare, without the con-

Tent of a majority of the members.

~ Secr. 6. dnd be it further cnacted, That there fhall be an an-
nual xpeeting of the meﬁnbers of the faid Library company, at
the Library, or fuch fuitable place as the dire@ors may from time
to time appoint, of which the dire@ors fhall caufe public notice
to be given, in one or more of ;he newfpaperé that circulate in the

vicinity : at which time afid place, the members, or fuch of them

~as may, be prefent, either perfonally or by proxy, and fhall not

. be in arrears for any annual contribution, fines, or forfeitures, fhall
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ele&t and choofe by ballot, fix dire@ors out of their own number,
to ferve for the year enfuing their ele@ion, and until others fhall
be elefted, and confent to ferve in their place.

Sect. 7. And be it further enacted, That the direfors fhall
caufe the treafurer, fecretary, and librarian, to keep, in fuitable
books for that purpofe, juft and proper entries of all the pro-
ceedings, and accounts of the company and corporation, and have
them laid before the company at every annual meeting, previous
to taking the votes for diretors; and fhall always deliver the
faid books, together with all the property of the company, in

good order to their fucceflors in office, whenever required.

DUANE & SON, PRINTERE.



